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THE CITIZENS' j
ASSOCIATIONS

; .<

Frominent among d'scussions of citi
.ms' a.-sot iations in the Distr'ct during

iho year was the subject of the pro-
»'>se.i chance of government for the Dis-ietof Columbia. \

T - light of suffrage in Washington
has been talked of from every viewpointWhile improvements. street raWmuiIquestions, jails, sewers and the
i yrad subjects of interest to citizens
h..vo been investigated by committees
s.mI mdiv duals and entire associations,
t'e one big thing which looms large on
she horizon is the strenuous discussion
foi and .against a change of government.
Toward the end of the year meetings

r.tie- called by every one of the associationsto go on record as approving or

disapproving the proposition to have a
r ingle-headed government and the right
to vote in the District.
October 22 a Joint meeting was held.

Nearly every a^sociat'on was represented
by committee. The discussion was heated.It was decided that ail associations
should keep in touch with one or other
on this vital subject.

t t
PATRIOTIC

>, *
A leaven of patriotism was malntair ed

In the busy material affairs of life
throughout the year by the activities of
soldier and sailor societies and kindred
organizations. Love of country and its

flag formed the theme of many meetings
during 1906, and the soldier and sailor
dead were honored.
Early last year the home of Francis

Scott Key was dedicated, the services I
taking place February 23. The officers i
of the Department of the Potomac. G. I
\. Ft., were installed jointly with those
of the Woman's Relief Corps, February
29. The new arrangements of the stars
on Old Glory, because of the admission |
to statehood of Oklahoma, went into ef-
loot March 11. Thomas Jefferson was ;

eulogized by Mr Bryee, British arobassa-
dor. April 13. Patriotic bodies met and
protested against the desecration of the
American flag, April 27. Impressive ceremoniesmarked the disinterment of the
remains of George Clinton, first governorof New York, at Congressional
cemetery and their transportation to New
York state. May 27. "American Unity"
was discussed by William Jennings
Biyun. Memorial exercises for the dead
<

' the war with Spain were held May IS.
Memorial day, May 30. was celebrated
by the G. A. R., United Spanish War
Veterans and other organizations at

Arlington and the local cemeteries. Citizensmade plans for a gorgeous display
of fireworks the Fourth of July.

Patriotic addresses were delivered in j
the public schools of Washington Flag,
day. June 12, the speakers being citizens !
of the District. On the same day a large
flag was hoisted over the old Francis i
Scott Key house in Georgetown. The j
survivors of the D. C. regiments in the |
civil war held memorial services. June 22.
Spanish war veterans celebrated the I
t'-nth anniversary of the fight at Las
Guasimas. Cuba. June 26. The Fourth j
of July was celebrated with much en-1
thusiasm throughout the District. The j
garrisons of the Army and Navy Union
n the District protested against expulsionof the members offfche Marine Corps
irom a theater. September 11. Dr. Wiley
addressed the Sons of the American Revolutionon "Patriotism." November 19.
Notable improvements were made to the
Soldiers and Sailors' Temporary Home by
patriotic societies of women during the
year.
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CHARITIES |
> <
During the year 1908 the local charitable

organizations reported progress along the
lines of their endeavors. The usual summeroutings of the Associated Charities to
several of the nearby resorts and those
of a number of fraternal organizations
were given and all proved succ ssful.
f'harles F. Weiler. general secretary of

the Associated Charities for seven years,
resigned to enter the service of the board
»»f charities in Pittsburg, Pa. George E.
Hamilton was appointed a member of the
board of charities by President Roosevelt,
June 18. The "Four Hundred Club'* was
organized and raised £4.000 deficit in vie
funds of the Associated Cnarlties. The
Gospel Army opened a home at 218 Jonn
Marshall place northwest for girts July
15
The Red Cross Society August 3 gave

*2,000 toward the Chinese famine fund.
The Southeast Settlement House at 324
Virginia avenue southeast was formally
dedicated November 9. Th . District of
Columbia Red Cross Society sold ChristmasKed» Cross stamps, for which a

goodly sifm was raised toward the pre\entionof tuberculosis fund.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Weiler were

tendered a reception at the Y. M C. A
building November 21, at which there w as |
an attendance of ov r 2.000 persons. The I
Colored Socia. Sett cnicnt also tendered
them a reception the fol.owing evening '

at the Lincoln Temple, 11th and R streets
northwest.
Rev. John Van Sehaick, jr., pastor of

the Cnureh of Our Father, was tendered
the position of genera! secretary of v.e
Associated Charities December "

. As yet
he has made no decision regard.ng v.e
matter.

» |
SOCIETY

i i!
Socially a satisfactory average

maintained the past year at the capital
White House hospltalltyy has been In frt-
quent evidence. The usual state dinners
and receptions followed one another in reg-
t!ar sequence. The only event out of the
ordinary was the debut ball for Miss
Lthel Roosevelt. December 28.
About tifty-five debutantes were pre-

sented in November and December.
The visit of the next President and Mrs.

Taft to the capital in early December'
was made a continuous round of elegant
entertainments.
The international marriages were those

l f MIk* Hflpn 9 MrI

Jlavenith. Belgian minister to Persia, am]
Miss Harriet Notris to Mr. H. W. Kenr.ardof the British embassy
The rumored engagement of Miss KatharineElkins to the Duke of the Abrurzi

v.as the longest talked of gossip of the
> ear. I

The Congressional Club.
The Congressional Club was formed last
pring, and its home, the southeast cornerof loth and K streets, formally open«<1by a reception In honor of the next
President and Mrs. Taft December 11.
Mrs. Jam. s JB. Perkins, wife of .the representativetrom Rochester. N. Y-. is the
president. The membership consists cf
tie wives, sisters and daughters of senatorsand members of Congiess. and the
purpose of the club is to promote a<
ujintanee among congTes. tonal women at

tie.- capital and .u provide a general meetingplace for them.
Another organization with purposes entirelysocial exists in the Archonidcs. a

society to which the daughters of senato a
iiid members alone are eligible. Miss
Lamb of Virginia is president and Miss
Helen Cannon honorary president. It is
considered as aji affiliated branch of the
Congressional Club
The Coionial Dames have also establisheda Washington Leadquar.ers in the

summer wing of the Arl ngton Hot 1 at
Vermont avenue and H street. A formal
oj»ening will take place after the nece^

arychanges are made.

«j.

LABOR
i _ t
... .. <
The principal interest in labor circles in

tne District in the past year have been
in connection with the Duck Stove and
itange Cornpan>"s injunction against ohi-

- *

S OF
It..

c
cers of the American Federation of
Labor: the jail sentence*

_
pronounced*

upon Samuel Gompers. Joh,n Mitchell and
Frank Vjorrlson by Judge Wright: the
open-shop contest and the formation of a

"mixed union" of employers and employes.
The matter of suffrage in th«* District

of Columbia was given consideration by
the Central Labor Union, and the decision
reached that the vo ing rignt should be
restored to the people of the District.
Not much progress was made during the

yenr with the project to erect a temple
of labor In Washington. Organized labor
in the District fought the proposed appointmentof Mr. Rosslter as public
printer because it was alleged he is not
a practical printer.
Some excitem'-nt in labor circles was

caused by the furloughing of ISO workmenIn the navy yard April 1. The Km-
pioyers Association puousnoa us open- »

shop wage scale. Justice Gould enjoined
bricklayers from interfering wan openShopworkers. May 8.
Frank A. Kidd was elected president of

Columbia Typographical Union May -1
The decision was reached that the employers'liability act is enforceable in the
District of Columbia. The Central Labor
Union honored its secretary, cam L»eNedreyJune -2. The Central Labor
Union re-elected its old officers July h.
Terminal machinist strikers established

a camp near the railroad roadhouses and
some excitement, followed. July 11. The
butchers in the District entered upon a
strike August 13. The managers of the
local packing houses declared open shop
to butchers, August 15. Some of the
bookbinders in the government printing
office attempted to form an independent
union. Labor day was fittingly celebrated.The Marine Band was exempted
from the provisions of the law against
navy bands entering into competition with
union musicians. The labor unions entereda protest against the decision of the
Attorney General.

.J.

; THE PUBLIC LIBRARY |.j
Keeping pace with the rapid growth of

the city, the Public Library during the;
past year advanced materially In spite ot

limited appropriations. The volumes in
the library now number more than 107,000.
The home circulation amounts to 5*J5,000.
These figures show a decided increase
over those of last year. Perhaps the
most striking feature in the development
of the library during 1008 is the useful
arts department. Although W ashington
is not considered an industrial city, this
department was used by a large number
of persons seeking knowledge on indus-
trial questions.
That the library is not a "fiction library"

is shown by the steady failing off in the
applications for works of romance, the
large majority of the library's circulation
for the year being represented by serious
works, read by ,those who read for purposerather than pleasure.
In addition to the circulation of reading

matter the library has been extremely
useful to the people of Washington on

account of the number of interesting and
instructive lectures that have been given
in its halls from time to time.

* : >

ALONG THE
RIVER FRONT

During the year Just closed the channels
of the Potomac river in the vicinity of
this city were dredged to a depth of twenty-twofeet. The material taken from
the river bottom was used in raising the
grade of Potomac Park and in reclaiminga new area of the Eastern branch
flats. It is now possible for vessels
drawing twenty-two feet of water to
reach the piers at Georgetown on almost
any tide, and deep water is also in the
Eastern branch to the navy yard. The
dredging work was started in the early
spring and completed in about four
months. The tidal basin was also deepenedto a depth of seven feet over the
greater part of Its area.
Two accidents, involving loss of life,

occurred on the Potomac in 1U08. May 4
while the steamer Trenton was lying at
Alexandria loading freight for a trip down
the river she suddenly filled and sank
alongside the wharf in eighteen feet Of j
water. All the passengers were rescued
except the infant child of Maury Posey
of Brooklyn, X. Y. The Trenton was
raised, repaired and restored to service.
Her officers were acquitted of res<ponsl-
bllity by the coroner's Jury and the steam-
boat inspector?.
November 3 the steamer Washington on

the way to this city from Norfolk and t
the ferry steamer Lackawanna were In Jcollision between this city and Alexan-I
dria. The ferryboat was badly wrecked,
the greatw portion of one side being
cut off by the bow of the Washington.
Samuel Bilenken, a clothing salesman of
this city, was ca\ight in the wrec kage.
crushed and killed, and two women and:
a child were injured. The accident oc-
curred In a thick tog and the coroner's
Jury held no one responsible. They were
the first lives of pa'sscngers lost in ac-
cidents to steamboats on the Potomac
in many years.
The recommendation to Congress by

the Commissioners for a modern system
of docks is the first step in a plan for
the modernizing of the river front. The
plan generally has the approval of the
wharf lessees.
The ruling of the Court of Appeals that

the Potomac river to the low-water mark
on the Virginia side of the river is the
property of the District of Columbia was
the important legal decision of the year.
It Is held that a citizen ot Virginia, standingon the Virgina shore and fishing with*
a net in the w aters of the Potomac, is I
violating the District law and is liable to
arrest and punishment. The Virginia fish- j
erman w ill carry the case to the Supreme
Court.
While there w as no building of conse-!

iVe along the rive?- front during the
year the old dilapidated icehouses that
stood on the 9th street and the 14th street
wharves were torn down and removed,
On the site of the 9tli street icehouse a
one-storv frame storage building and work
shop for the American Ice company was
erected. ,

i ue opening or me new linage across
the Anacostia river was an event of the
closing month of the year.
The Norfolk .and Washington Steamlxiat

Company placed a contract with the NewportNews Shipbuilding and Dry Dock
Company for the construction of a modern
propeller steamer for service on the route
between this city. Old Point and Norfolk.
An Improvement to the river front begun

last year is the building of a new wharf at
the foot of IHh street southwest for the
United States lighthouse service.
During the year HUMS the Improvement

and beautifying of Potomac Park west
[of the Uailroad and Highway bridges and
about the tidal basin were continued. A
number of new drives were added and
work is now in progress on a bridge!
across, the inlet from the river to the
tidal basin that will connect the two por-!
tions of the park now separated l>y the!
water.

J Increasing interest has been shown in
j matters aquatic and the local boat and
jaeht clubs have had a prosperous year.
Many new power launches and pleasure
craft of various kind were added to the
local fleets.

,5, a

11 DISTRICT NATIONAL
GUARD

«i«
During the year of 19«>8 the National

Guard of the District of Columbia, ac:cording to reports of inspecting and other
offlcers, made marked progress. The
pistol course recommended by the War
Department was adopted for the loc *1

I brigade. The lns'gnia earned in small
j arms practice during 1907 and service
medals were presented the 17th of FVh-

J ruary. The annual Inspection and musterwas held in March. A camp of instructionfor the 1 romotlon of small arms
practice was maintained on the r'tl
range during May June and July. Rifle

i learns participated In the competitions
at Camp Perry. Ohio, and Sea Girt. N. J.,

j and the annual competitions were held
| on the local range in October. A rifle

V

THE
team representing the guard competed,
iyitU a team of midshipmen at Annapolis(
May The latest model army rifle
was issued to tlie brigade in April.
The entire command paraded on the

ellipse of the President's Park. Monday.
May 11, the occasion being in the nature
of a formal farewell to MaJ. L.lnyd M
Brett. 1st IV 8. I lit va try, wiidse term of

..^. .1 1. . » « .>» < I .-» f ( ! %/» PI ttjf eJot
wrvii-o U.UJUIHIII gctiriai Ui llic t/taniu< s

militia had expired. He was* sm^ceeded
by Maj. Samnel K. SiniieJ. C. S. "A., as

adjutant general.
Drills and parades were lield on tbe

ellipse of the 1'resident's Park June -4,
-H and when campaign badges were

presented to those entitled to same. The
Brigade Band and 1st Battery. Field
Artillery, participated in the ceremonies
at the dedication of the new District
building. July 4.
The annual cruise of the Naval Bat»

tilion was aboard the I". S. S. Yankee,
from July I" to 27. Toward the end of
the year the commander of the Naval
Battalion called for the resignations of
all his otlh-ers. the Intention being to
reorganize the battalion.
The annual eneami ment of the brigade

was at Fort Washington. Md., and Fort
Hunt. \n from July 2t» to August 0. the
guardsmen participating in coast defense)
exercises with regular troops. Drills and
practical instructions in the armory and
on the street."* commenced October 1 and
Continued until the Christmas holiday's.
Tbe National Guard participated in the

parade November 2"> in connection with {
the unveiling of the statue of Gen. Shori-
dan.
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THE COURTS
j
The placing of its injunctive ban on an

organization comprising a membership of

2,000,000 men; its judgment that Samuel
Gompers. John Mitchell and Frank Mor- (

rison, leaders of the organization, vio-
lated this injunction and its imposition of

jail sentences of six. nine and twelve

months' imprisonment, respectively, for j
the alleged contempt, constitute the most
important actions of the District Su- j
premc Court during the year just closed.
These decisions, coming at the beginning
of the year when a temporary injunction
laid against the American Federation of
Dabor, its officers and allied bodies, was

made permanent, and within a week of '

the year's demise when the contempt imprisonmentwas imposed, have kept the ,,

District Supreme Court in the sjfotlight
of public interest throughout the year.
Probably no decision of a court in this
country has been more widely read or

commented on at more length than these
two labor decisions, one by Justice Gould
holding the boycott illegal and enjoining
the use of the name of the Buck's Stove
and Range Company on the "we don't
patronize" list in the American Federa-
tionist, and the decision rendered Decern-
ber 22 by Justice Wright adjudging the
labor leaders in contempt of court for
alleged violations of the injunction.
The District Commissioners during the

year sought by mandatory injunction to
prevent the location of the substation of i
the Philadelphia, Baltimore and WashingtonRailroad Company at 14th and
Water streets. The court dismissed the;
petition and denied the writ, holding that j.
as the Commissioners had once approved <

the site it was beyond their right to at-
tempt t$> revoke the approval.
Against Secretary of Interior.
The first mandamus proceeding to lie

successful against the Secretary of the !
Interior for fourteen years was issued
by the District Supreme Court in 1908.
This writ required the Secretary to re- j
store to the rolls of the five civilized
tribes of Indians the names of John F. 1

Goldsby. Ida Allison and George A. Al- 1

Iison. The case was carried to the United i
States Supreme Court and the action of
the District Supreme Court sustained. <

Other mandamus proceedings pending i

will be governed by this decision, and 1
about 10o persons will be restored to i
these rolls. Many other attempts to re-
quire the Secretary to reverse his decisionshave failed.
Mandamus proceedings against the Dis-

trlct Commissioners were filed in a mini-
ber of instances. The writ was granted
on a petition of Sidney Bieber, former
fire marshal of the District, who was

dropped from the pension roll for failure i(
to present himself for medical exam na- 1
tion in accordance with an act of Congress.The court sustains the contention
of 'Mr. Bieber that he had a vested right
in the pension, of which he could not be 1.
deprived, and ordered iiis reinstatement j'
as a beneficiary of the pension fund.

Pension for Policeman's Widow. ;

The Commissioners were also required
by tp.e court to place on the pension roll
the name of the widow of Policeman j
Fletcher, who, after tendering his resig-
nation, died before the authorities Jiad '

oft orl An if
'

11V. I' VW II.

The Philadelphia. Baltimore ar.d Wi 1 j
mingtcyi Kailroad Company and the Bal- i
timore and Ohio Railroad Company each
secured writs of mandamus compell ng.
tlie Commissioners to sign orders on the
Treasury of the United States for the
payment of tO.iHto to each company.
The Commissioners declin d to certify | j
that the conditions precedent to the pay-;
ment of the money had been performed,
The payments weft made.
The year l'JOS lias tlie distinction of

adding to the annals of criminal jurlspru-
denee the longest and most costly trial
that ever occurred in the District Supreme j
Court, resulting in a victory for the gov-
eminent. Frederick A. Hyde. John A.
Benson. Henry P. Diniond and Joost if.
Schneid«r were called for trial April 1
last in the famous land fraud case. Dur-,
ing the trial 1U." witnesses testified, of
whom 120 had been brought from the
Pacific coast at a rust of about J42JXH).
The defendants were represented by eminentlawyers from New York. San Franciscoand this city, wh'ie Fn ted States
Attorney Daniel \V. Baker and Assistant
Attorney General A. B. Pugli appeared
for the government.

Land Frauds Trial.
After a bitterly fought legal buttle, ex- i

tending over'tweive weeks. Frederick A. j
Hyde and Joost H. Schneider were con-

'

victed of conspiracy to defraud tlie
United States of vast tracts of its public
domain. The two other defendants were

acquitted. Justice Stafford, who presided
at tii 1 trial, recently sentenced Hyde to
the penitentiary for two years and to pay
a tine of $10,000, which was the maximum
penalty preseril»ed by the statute,
Schneider, who acted in the transaction
as Hyde's employe, was sentenced to the
penitentiary for one ye ir and two months
and to pay a fine of $1.00O. The case is
now awaiting review by the appellate
tribunals.
The highest fine ever paid in open court

in this District was paid by Edwin M.
Van Dyck November > last, when he satisfiedthe sentence of the law by turning
over to the marshal two five-thousanddoilarbills. Van Dyck pleaded guilty to
a technical violation of the statute coveringconspiracy to defraud tiio United
States. Victor G. Bloede, indicted Willi
him. paid a fine of $u.000.
Edw ard Ueoti Thompson, otherwise j

known as "Dr. Leon," was convicted oft
ma'praetiee and senterced to tlie pentten- j
tit y for five years. t

Murder in First Degree.
Albert Brown was convicted March 1> of1

murder in the first degree for killing his!
brother, and expiated his crime on the
gallows June 2fi
Gaston P. Philip was acquitted June 1

on an indictment charging him with the
murder of Frank B. Macaboy, h former
local cab driver.
James Arthur Kentp, former chief clerk

of the local police department, was apIurehendtd in New Orleans. Da., on an indictmentcharging him with embezzlement'
of funds belonging to the District government.When arraigned before Just ce
Gould Kemp pleaded gu lty and was sentencedto the penitentiary for two years.
Representative J. Thomas Heltln ot

Alabama was indicted May 11 last for assaultingwith a dangerous weapon Bouts
Dundy and Thomas McCreery.

Collapse of Buildiug.
The grand Jury July 24 returned an in-

dictment charging Thomas H. Picktord.
a contractor and builder of this city, and
Albert S. Reavis with manslaughter in
connection with the death of Richard
West. West was crushed to death June 'J,
wlmn ivnrti.m rtf f hf» rinartniPnt llGUMP
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then In course of construction collapsed
at the corner of 20th and P streets.
Albert M. Raymond, who fled the jurisdictionafter he was convicted several

years ago of criminal libel and sentenced
to the penitentiary for five years, was apprehendedin June last living in St. Louts.
Mo., and was removed to the penitentiary
to serve his sentence.
"Ducky" Holmes. otherwise called

Henry I.. Sehrifogle. was convicted of
murder in tne nrst degree rsovemoer i;»

in connection with the death of Mary
Hamilton. The case is pending, awaiting
the disposition of the motion tiled for a
new trial.
William Jones, who attempted to shoot

Charles Gviitean, the assassin of President
Garfield. was Indicted for murder in the
second degree December is. charged with
the killing of John A. McPherson, October11, IPOS.

Patent Fraud Trial.
The first irregulaities that have been

discovered in the United States patent
office during its history were revealed in
I he course of the trial of Ned W. Barton.Henry E. Everding and John A.
Heany. who were called on in Criminal
Court No. 1, November 25, to answer beforeJustice Gould and a jury the charge
of conspiring to commit an offense
against the I'nited States by substituting
false records for genuine ones in the
patent office. During the impaneling of
lie jury, Ned W. Barton, a former examinerin the patent office, pleaded guilty
and was sentenced to the penitentiary
for three years. Barton went on the
witness stand and swore that ail the
wrongful changes in the public records
were made by him and the defendant
Everding pursuant to an understanding
between them, and that the defendant
Heany had no knowledge of what they,
or either of them, had done. Tne jury
convicted Everding and acquitted Heany.
The grand jury during the year returned1514 indictments; ,'!04 i»ersons were

convicted.
At the request of Attorney General

Bonaparte. I'nited States Attorney Baker
last Affgust instituted, on behalf of the
United States, condemnation proceedings
to acquire title to seven squares of ground
in the District. Five of the squares lie
sout hof Pennsylvania avenue between
14th and 15th streets, and two south of
B street northwest between 21st and 23d
streets. The latter ground is needed for
an enlargement of Potomac Park, and an
appropriation of $70,000 is available for
its acquisition. For the purchase of the
live squares as a site for government
buildings Congress appropriated $2,500,1*>0.
Chief Justice OJabaugh October 1 appointedGeorge Truesdell, George VV. F.

Swartzell and H. Rossler Dulany a commissionto gssess the value of the propertyIn the five squares. The chief justicealso selected Isaac E. Shoemaker.
Thomas M. Harvey and James O'Donnell
as commissioners to determine the value
of the two squares to be added to PotomacPark. Hearings before both commissionsare now in progress. Attorneys
A. A. Birnev, Morgan H. Beach . and
David D. Caldwe 1 were appointed assistantsto the I'nited States attorney
to conduct the proceedings before both
commissions.

New Warden of Jail.
James H. Harris, warden of the District

jail resigned last spring, and Capt.
Thomas H. McKee was selected as his
successor. Capt. McKee, on taking
charge of the jail, began to improve the
condition of that institution and took
steps to ameliorate the crowded conditionof the jail. He turned the chapel
and library into dormitories, and therebyrelieved the congestion materially.
The condition of the jail had been the

subject of much concern to Justice WendellP. Stafford during his term on the
criminal bench. During last year he declinedto sentence any prisoners to that
institution, but imposed workhouse sentencesin such cases. He strongly urged
an the Department of Justice the necessityof bettering the jail condition, and
by his efforts succeeded in having a commissionappointed to look into the jail
conditions and to examine similar institutionsthroughout the country.
The department appointed Justice Stafford.John Joy Edson and R. V. La Dow

on the commission.

Building Association Failure.
William E. Ambrose was appointed by

Justice Wright last July as receiver of
the First Co-operative Building Associationof Georgetown. When a number of
stockholders asked the court to appoint
a receiver the directors of the company
opposed the action, e a.ming that the compan>was solvent and had assets of about
I2U0.0U0. The day before a hearing as
to the appointment of a receiver was
had the officers of the company succeeded.in having the company's safe opened
and mane the discoverv that the hooks
af the association were missing and that
no statement of its financial condition
could be made. J. Barton Miller, who
bad been the secretary-treasurer of the
association, was deposed and a successor
named.
After the receiver was appointed a rule

was laid on Mr. Miller, who was confinedto his home by illness, to appear
in court and show cause why the boohs
should not be returned to the custody of
the receiver. Miller answered that hedidnot have the books in his possession
and could not produce them. He invoked
his constitutional prerogative not to be
required to testify against himself and
lei- iicd to make further explanation on
the pica that it might tend to incriminate
him.
While he was still in bed a warrant

was issued from the Police Court for his
arrest on a charge of destroying Unhooks.Bail in the sum of Slo.oOo was
furnished and the case isistii! pending.

Conveyances of Land.
Twelve conveyances of land less than

the number tiled with the recorder of
deeds in 19t»7 were placed on record last
year. The total number recorded in 190S
whs 20,735. The number of papers recordedby months follows January, 1,498;
February, 1,388; March, 1,7111: April, 1,772;
May 1.922; June, 1.934; July. 1 ,855; August.I .."171: September, 1.525; October,
2,158; November* 1,746, and December,
1,853
During the year 1908 there was appraisedin the office of the register ot

wills personal property \ orth $4,531,904.42.divided into 214 cases. There were
1,218 accounts handled and 1.124 letters
answered. The number of wills tiled for
probate was 575, and there were 900 witnessesexamined concerning them.
There were 941 bonds taken and approvedby the courts; 134 applications

for guannansnps, aim .is» applications for
letters of administration or collection.
The stenographers have executed
pages of typewrit ng, 7..'*04 of which were
pages in the records. In conducting the
office there were 4.500 letters sent out
notifying fiduciaries to render account to
the register of wills.

Cupid Not Very Busy.
Notwithstanding the leap year privilege,

the number of marriage licenses issued
during the past year fell 165 short of the
number issued in 10»'7. Cupid made happy
5,025 couples during the year, as comparedwith 4,000 the year before.
A shortage is also noticeable in the

number of equity proceedings instituted
during the year, only 600 having been
commenced, as against 760 i nthe previous
year. Eight more persons either took
advantage of the bankruptcy law or were
forced into bankruptcy by their creditors
last year than in l'.H)7. the number be ng
62, as against 54. The only increase noticeableIn the business of the clerk's
office in the number of lawsuits tiled:
1.184 declarations were filed this year, as

compared with 1,056 last year.

*.-. >

THE POLICE COURTS !
I a |

. .-.. !*
During the past year 31.721 oases were

before the two judges of Court.
In the United States branch 5.92S cases

were recorded, and In the District branch
25.793 eases.
Thetotal'receipts in fines and collateral

forfeitures totaled $t01.11S.3!». This was
a decrease of over 13.509 front receipts of
the previous year. The number of cases
also show a slight increase.
The past year has been notable in the

United States branch for important cases

IN TI
7
^fleeting affairs in the District and comiihJF..under the. United States statutes.

! Violations of the pure food and drugsactand prosecutions under recent interstatecommerce provisions affecting
at rant r»at* t fRr> in thp nit V flflVP
imong them.

The Hai'per Caae.
Perhaps tbe most important case of the

year was that in which Robert X. Harperwas accused of violating the pure
food and drug act in the manufacture of
a mislabeled headache remedy and the
sale of a misbranded article involving
the same remedy.
The trial was unique in that it was

the first arraignment of a defendant unider the law and the legal phases it develjoped. The 'defense attacked the consti!tuttonality of the law.
The trial began before a jury in tbe

m'ddle of February and continued for
over four weeks. A verdict of guilty
was rendered on two counts of the in1formation filed.
The course of the trial was marked by

I possibly the- best expert testimony av «ila-i
bio in the country as to the relative
merits and the poisonous qualities of the
several drugs in the compound, and
whether or not any of the drugs or oer-
tain ones in the remedy possessed dis-1
tinct food value. The government pliar-j
maoologlsts appeared for the prosecution.
At the conclusion of the taking of testljmony the usual motions preparatory to

carrying the case to the upper courts were
made. These were overruled iu the early
part of April. Several days later a line
of $700 was imposed on the defendant.
Because of a desire to eliminate tiie

criminal character of the proceedings, in
which the defendant was Involved as a

resul* of the seizure of a quantity of his
headache remedy, the tine was paid. The
questions involved in the appeal were left
to be settled in a civil action.

Other Pure Food Cases.
Following the Harper trial fully twenty

cases of violations of the act have been
filed up to the present time. Wi.h but
two exceptions verdicts of guilty in all
these cases have been obtained by As-
sistant United States Attorneys Ralph
Given and James Proctor. A number of
other cases are awaiting trial.
Among the alleged offenses of this'

character were the manufacture of and
mislabeling old butter, mislabeling min1Afol nfoiotx: miclo hot incr lord mtcluhrdinfT

j naicic, unoiauv lint, iutu. » ..

, eggs and manufactures of and mislabeljing flour.
Practically all cases of milk and cream

| adulteration in the District have been

I prosecuted under the pure food and drugs
i act, on the allegation that adulterated
j milk or cream is a mislabeling as a pure
dairy product. This particular phase of
tiie prosecutions under the act is assum-
ing large proportions. About 65 per cent

J of the cases already filed are what are
known as "milk cases.''
In disposing of several such cases recentlyJudge Mullowny. sitting in the

t.'nited States branch of the court, scored
wholesale dealers who refused to give a

| guarantee of purity of their milk to retail
men they supplied. As a consequence
the retailer, compelled to buy adulterated
milk, bore responsibility for setting poor
milk, adulterated by tnose who supplied !
them.
The court announced that if any one j

was brought before him caught in the
act of adulterating dairy products the
severest penalty under the law would be
meted out upon conviction.

Few Street Car Cases.
Of interstate commerce cases fully fifteendefendants have been arraigned, j

Fine ranging from $20 to J5 have been imposedfollowing convictions.
In each case the accused were motormenof the Washington street railway

lines, and were haled into court for violatingthe recent set of rules and regulations
promulgated at the instance of the interstatecommerce commission regulating,
Washington street car traffic. The speO' c

illegal acts were excessive running and
crossing intersecting tracks at a greater
rate of speed than permitted by the reguIlations in question.
The first case was called for trial in

Jjuly last, at which time there seemed to
be a disposition to attack the law by the
defense. Consequent conferences, how-
ever, between attorneys for railways and
prosecuting officers disposed of thisj
aspect.
Probably the largest number of cases

before the United States branch of the
court have been assault cases with larcenyeases a close second. About oneIthird the defendants arraigned Itave been
upon the charge of assault. Sentences
have been imposed ranging anywhere j
front fifteen days in jai! in default of a

nominal tine to eleven months and twenty-
nine days. Eighty-five per cent of these
eases have resulted in convictions*.
Larceny cases have numbered about 123

.less than assault cases. About the same,
ratio of convictions has obtained.

Held for Grand Jury.
' *- 9Imlrl t'nl* 1 CP

i rce numuur ui ucimuauio ». .

j action of the grand jury has been large,
compared with the tigurcs of previous j
years, and number about 4tO. In each '

instance the different defendants have
I ijof-n held in bonds ranging from SlfOO to

$3,000.
The crimes alleged against tliese 100 or

more defendants, include assault with a

'dangerous weapon, embezzlement, forgery,
bigamy, arson, rape, seduction, false pretenses,highway robbery and grand lar|ceny. Among the highway robbery cases
there have been a dozen or more colored
m<>n held, charged with snatching pocketbooks.
Decided increase has been noted in eases

j of threats and have bepn principally
where men have menaced their wives or
children with bodily injury. Whisky or

drugs arc usually the basis of these cases.
Comparatively light bonds, ranging from

$Hnj to $.'>00, to keep the peace are re!quired. Whereever the opportunity p,-e.sents itself and the case is not of vicious
! character the defendant is allowed to go
upon his personal recognizance.
Among other offenses have been fish law

violations and violations of the law regulatingthe sale of tobacco to minors. In
the former sorl there were between twentyand twenty-live cases presented for
consideration last spring and summer,
the defendants principally from Georgetownand that section of the District lying
west of the city along the Potomac river.
Twenty convictions were obtained and
heavy penalties Imposed.
There have been an unusually small

number of cases where defendants were
charged with selling tobacco to minors,
the total being about seventeen, of which
fifteen were convictions or formal forfeituresof collateral.

United States Branch Busy.
! Tl.ft KneinAOl . 1 f" t l"lf> T'llitpfi StatCS I
branch lia.s been heavy, the summer par- j
ticularly being the busiest for years. The
cause of this increase is attributed to Hie
steady and gradual .growth of the District.
Of cases'few in number during the year

are t"hose where gambling, policy playing,
hand-bookmaking. malicious destruction
of property and larceny from the United
Statrs have been charged.
Though the work of the District branch

of court has also been heavy for the
year, there have been few important cases
disposed of. The exceptions are a ruling
by Judge Kimball pronouncing the old
bread law of the District unconstitutional,

1 - ! t ~ f
dliu ct I tiling uv (J uuftC *»iunun Iitv uriiu u«3
the status of persi 11 a treating patients by
a massage or methods akin to it, so far
as medical practice in the District is concerned.
In the first case Geoi\ge ilauf. a baker,

appealed against the provisions of the
broad ordinance which required the bakersof the city to manufacture loaves of
bread at a stated weight fixing a m.nimum.This was brought about by a concertedeffort cn the part of different bakersto bake smaller loaves at d cents each
in order to earn a reasonable profit be-
cause 01 tne sieaa.v rise in tne prices or
bakers* supp ies and labor.
The law was attacked upon the ground

tliat it was unconstitutional In that it interferedwith the right of an Individual
to make a contract. Argum nt ensued
upon these grounds before Judge Kimball
the early part of last October, and. after
five .days of. discussion by attorneys representingthe defendant and the corporationcounsel, the court declared the con*>

.

-IE DIS
tention of the defense good law and dis- |
niissd the charges. j i

Status of Practioners. :,
In the second case, the defendant. Dr. j

Alma C. Arnold, appeared before Judge
Mullowny. charged with failing to com- J
ply with regulations governing the regis-
terlng of physicians. The defendant set
up the plea that treatment other than
with the regular appliances and drugs of
the recognized physician could not l*»
strictly termed p act icing medicine
Judge Mullowny's decision excluded the

treatment practiced by Dr. Arnold or sim-
ilar treatments from th< se properly coiningwithin the meaning of the regulations
ami dismis.-ed the case. ' 1

Of the 25,000 and more vases which
came up before the District branch of the.
court hv far the larger number.over two. i
thirds.were vagrancy, disorderly con- j«
duct, unlawful assembly and habitual «

drunkard cases. Extreme penalties were
rare, and imposed upon several occasions l
only where there was n«j chance of the i
accused coming within tDo legal view of j«
respectable citizenship. The average sen-
tenoo in th»*s*> cases was aixrut four <

months in the workhouse in default of a 1
$80 fine. 1

Probably 100 cases of concealed weap-fl
on? came before the court and eighty- j'
nine convictions were recorded. The sen-j 1

tenees In these cases were usually six
months in the workhouse in default of a
tifty-dollar fine. 1
During the summer months an exten- !

sive lunchroom crusade w as started by
the District authorities which gradually
widened into a general crusade upon filth
and insanitary places where food was
kept or prepared for sale. The vigor of <
the crusade lasted for about two months,
During its existence no less than 125 cases | i

were brought Into the District branch of'
the Police Court. I 1
Of the total number arraigned there 1

were not more than twenty acquittals.
The large majority were fined sums rang|ing from $5 to $20. Especially in lunch-
room cases were penalties heavy, many |
defendants being fined $25. tlie maximum
allowed by the health department 01 di- i
nances. 11
The health department crusade included

lunchrooms, drug stores, meat stanos,
grocery stores, dairies, market stands,
hotel kitchens, bake shops and candy
stores. There were a. fair number of bar-
ber shops and undertaking establishment
inspections, the great majority of which
resulted in convictions and heavy fines.

Liquor Law Violations Few.
Liquor cases were fewer in number than

for three years. But forty-one defendantswore arraigned charged with \io-
lating the excise regulations. Thirty-two
convictions were obtained out of the entirenumber and heavy sentences imposed, i

the average being five months in the,
workhouse in default of &500 fine.
The majority of the defendants in the

liquor cases were colored men and worn-
en. taken up in various sections of the
city for selling on Sunday.
Defendants arraigned for selling liquor

to minors have been many. Compara-
tively few have been convictions, because
of the recent interpretations of the law
providing that knowledge of the age oil
the youth in purchasing the liquor must
be in possession of the defendant before
a convetion can be obtained. Out of forty- j
five or more cases in tiie year there have |been no more than a dozen convictions.
Cruelty to animal cases has been great-

ly reduced in the past year. The serious
cases number not more than seventy-hve,
in which there have been sixty-two convictions.
The smoke law and the veterinarian law

have been rigidly enforced, although
there have not been as many cases as in
the previous year. Of smoke law defendantsthere have been about eighty-rive
cases of any consequence, in which convictionsor forfeitures of collateral were
obtained in all. There have been about
thirty-five cases coming under the veterinarianlaw, and where verdicts of guilty
were found heavy sentences were 'niposed.

Dog Muzzling Troubles.
Cases resulting from the dog muzzling

order of the District Commissioners were

many, though the greater mapority wore

registered as collateral forfeitures. About <

tiOO cases were disposed of, an dof these .

there were not more than eighteen or!
twenty acquittals. iFnes ranging from !>l
to $10 were imposed.
The law was vigorously attacked by Dr.

Cecil French, in one of the first cases to
came up, an dan appeal was taken to
the higher courts. The conviction of <

Judge Mullowny. however, was affirmed,
and the fine originally imposed duly paid.
In case's under the cocaine and opium

ordinances, which provide for an abso-
lute jail sentence upon conviction, there
have been about 100 cases before the
court, in which eighty-eight convictions j
or forfeitures of heavy collateral were, i
recorded.
During 11 ie pats year Joseph Y. Potts, i j

for many years chief clerk of the Police
Court, died, and Francis A. Sebring, for- ,
merly financial clerk, was appointed to the <
vacancy. Mr. Potts' death occurred i
July 14 last after an illness of ten days, j

* * <

! THE JUVENILECOURT
'

__ ,
During: the year of 1!»0S the Juvenile j >

Court, presided over by Judge William H. j i

DeLaey, disposed of a total of cases I j
with still nearly a hundred pending, both
in the juvenile and adult charges. The

'
s

past year of the court has been a most <

successful one, because of the salutary ef- '

feet of punishment meted out to husbands I '

who fail to support their wives and chil- ]
dren after a substantia! probationary
term under a suspended sentence to com- *

ply with his marital obligations. The 1

court has also had a most successful year ]
in its probation system for juvenile offendersand its tendency to draw the
youthful culprit away from former bane- j
ful Influences. j
A noteworthy law which went into ef- ,

feet in the court during the past year .

was the child labor act of May 'JS. 1U0S.
"

I'nder this act about twenty-seven de- ) j
fendants have so far been arraigned and ! !
trifd and in each instance the beneficent j.
purposes of the law were revealed. Of j ,

the eases presented for conspiration of j,
this character before Judge De Lacy two!
were of great importance in defining mer. .

chandlse In the meaning of the act and
a parent's duty to his child.
The first was that against L> nil L. ,

Reider, charged with employing a boy
under fourteen years of age to deliver 1

nc wspapers before 6 o'clock in the morn-
1

ing. In this case the child labor law
was viciously attacked by counsel for the ;

defense, in that i: was unconstitutional
because it created class legislation and
that within the meaning of the law newsl>aperscould not be properly called merchandise.Arguments upon the part of 1

the prosecution and defense were prolong. /
ed upon the matter, and the case was car- ,

ried over for several days before the
court rendered an opinion, in which the
defendant was acquitted upon the grounds 1

set forth by his counsel. \

The other case was that of Anton Ost- I

maun, proprietor of a meat stand in one, 1
of the local markets. The defendant was

charged In two separate informations «

with employing his two young sons, aged i

eleven and thirteen years, respectively, j
about his place of business. The prosecutioncontended there was a violation of s

the law, because of the fact that the boys j
were found about the stand on Saturdays v

all the year round, and each time they
were observed by the inspectors they were t

found working. With testimony to this j
efTect the prosecution asserted that a v

bona fide case of a violation of the act
was before the court. t
For the defense the attorneys argued i t

that the employment of sons about their |
father's place or nusiness was inn a viu- t
la.ion of the law as to either its intent ^
or meaning, and particularly so when r
neither of the boys received wages for r
their work, and were about the meat
stand at the instance of the father to .

learn the business. The court dismissed f
the case, giving as his reason that a .

fa her has a perfect right to train his
child as a successor to his business, and

'

to bring him under such influences which \
would give him proper business instincts. t.
At the present time inert- are childrenconvicted of minor offenses at libertyas wards of the court and always ,

under the excellent influences of the pro- t
bation officers. j.
But six cases of children who were t

destitute of proper parental care or unfit r

l

TRICT;
parents have been brought to the attentionof the court during the year.
'At tlie time the' eMM tabor law went

Into effect and for fully live weeks afterwardthe court was da!l> deluged- wttf!
applications ot cimdren following one vocationor another applying for permits
to carry on their work. In all between

and 1.4O0-permits of tiiis character
were issued at the Juvenile Court.

Number of Juvenile Cases.
(»f the -J »>00 and more cases hefOi-c' th*

fourt by far the larger number In" tH>t
juvenile ease» were children charged vfitii
larceny and disorderly conduct? The
number of cases respectively amounted
to ,» and 4'.m. Other serious offense*
upon which juvenile d -lendants were
tried and in which the number of cases
"cached over a hundivd w-re assaults,
children destitute of suitable homes, in.*orrigih;lityand throwing missiles.*
In all of tli> tasi's presented about \C

per cent resulted in convictions, ajvd
those convicted not more than 'J~> per
rent were committed to the reform
school. \ large balance of the yoiithfu'
culprits were placed np'Hi periods of pro
l>ation ranging anywhere, from a tew
months to several years, and as wards «»l
the i«urt, so to speak were looked, affe'
and guided bv the etTh jent probation staff
under the personal direction of Judge l»c
Lacy.
In the adult cases? the number- for th'

past year has reached about 7(Vh in whir >

the principal charge was non-support
This particular feature of the court baIncreasedat an enormous rate in the paiwi
three years until at the present time
many as twelve or more cases are heard
during a week. Of the six hundred and
more cases of non-support for the year,
a large majority have resulted in convictionand a w orkhouse sentei* <v imposedand suspended upon condition the
defendant r,a>" those who are dependent
upon him stated sums weekly or monthlv
for their maintenance. These amounts
range from $1.30 to $13 and $1.v The

ers of the Juvenile Court point to
fully twenty cases w hich have resulted in
complete domestic harmony as. a srsu't
of their efforts.

v

i W11 H I HE POLICE1
:

Many things of interest to members of
the police department have happened duringthe year.
There lias lieen no increase in crime, a«

compared with recent years, and the departmenthas been fortunate in arresting
many violators of the law. Xot a person
charged with homicide, it is stated bylhe
police, escaped
There was pe haps the usual number

of i>etty thefts, a few big robberies and
a number of women were robbed on the
streets, some of them having been assaulted.Death c'almed several member"
of tlie department during the year, the
more prominent having: been Detectives
J. \V. .Vlattinerly and Thomas P. Hartigan
Lieut. Thomas Anderson was des-gnated

to take charge of the Anacoptia district
Jantes Artiiu Kemp, the absconding chief
clerk of the department, who disappeared
in July. 1007, was captured in New Orleans.returned and given a sentence of
two years in the penitentiary.

Police Force Not Increased.
The question of increasing the police

force was brought to public notice several
times. Representative Cdudrey was

among those who took an active interes'
One suggestion was that federal guards

should be stationed at the White House
in order to release the forty odd policemenon duty there and restore them to
street duty. Tt was also suggested that
certain other detailed officers be relieved
by the appointment of guards or watchmento perform the duties assigned lo
them. Nothing definite was done.
Maj. Sylvester failed In an effort to

have badges of haekmen changed each
year, as is done wriih dog tags. The
elimination of the gambling feature at
races was pleasing to the police official--.
It also meant less work for-the police
Action taken by the police resulted in a
decided decrease in the number of. objectionablehouses in the vicinity ©Ji.tl.e
new Municipal building.

Twopolicemen were assigned to duty
In connection with the enforcement of
ihe child labor law. The opening of the
new Union station called for the detail of
additional policemen. The appearance of
taxicabs and the establishment of additionalstands made additional worii
Maj. Sylvester took up the question of

getting a pair, of dogs for use by the
police department, the New York police
having met with some success with theni.
Acting under directions of the superintendentof police, the force engaged in

a. crusade against noises. One of tlw*
first cases taken before the Police Court .
that of a man for whistling.was di.
missed.
The opening of so many so-called Ave-

iTB', uieateif uur:nn lue year s»ve mc

aepartinent considerable additional work.

Black Hand After Chief.
Early in the year MaJ. Sylvester reeeiv»dan alleged "Black Hand" letter. Policcnenguarded his house until the scare was

jver.
He has constantly called attention to the
nadequate number of pol'vcmen as the
eason certain section? arc not properly
ruarded. and lias made repeated efforts
:o have the' force increased.
"Despite its weakness, numerically."

said tlie superintendent of police yesterlay."the department maintained it? good
-ecord for energetic and efficient work
luring the year. The record of arrests
will aggregate more than for th«
welve months.

' ' '*

"There were, a number of potketbook
matching cases which resulted in unusual
ictivitv on the part" of the police. Arrests
;vere mad- in mote than one-liaif of
Item."
Because of numerous complaints made

about children using the", streets and
sidewalk.- on roller skates, effort whs
nade to put a stop to the practice. Be

ausethere was no regulation upon the
subject not much was accomplished.
The rules of the road were, proirwilgati d

n pamphlet forijj by the polite departnent.The most important change conainedin the rules was the change in Nctv
fork and Pennsylvania avenue*, the new

egulatlon declaring each of them to b®
>ne thoroughfare instead of two, as theretofore.
The annual inspection of lite members
tho ti.-nnrtmpiit resulted in tL»

A'lght trophy being won by the fourth
>recinct. That precinct won It the pre

edingyear.
*

Maj. Sylvester was elected preskien» of
he Internationa: Association of -Polite
Tliiefs for the tenth successive time.

Casualties Among Police.
Policeman William K. Vetton of the

linth precinct was killed by being thrown
roni his horse wliilc riding along BeatingroaJ. -

#
Three other members of the force were

njured in .1 collision between a patrol
vagoti and street ear. They were W. H.
Buckingham. W. B- Mulhal! aJtd Ji.
£sser.
Railroad « -inployes were blamed for t..e

iccident. The finest ion of responsibility
vi 11 be determined when suits are heard
n tlie civil courts.
(Question was raised concerning the

>!>eed o. ambulances belonging to hostitals.The corporation counsel held they
vere not exempt.
I'nder a new" law the interstate coninercccommission took charge of the

trosectitions of street car companies for
uiatinp- the sneed laws.
»«.»!« V'I>Q

The pol 'e census showed a total poyulaionof 4<of which 07,were
olored.
War was made 011 dealers who had a
ertain make of candy slot machines eru>odyingan element of chance. The tight
esulted in convictions and forfeiture of
ecognizances.
Early in Fchruary Representative Bints
ook occasion to refer to the numerous
ases of pocketbook snateiiltig. describing
he conditions as a "reign of terror." Ifis
peeeh was fo lowed by Senator Allison
.vuinc for more noiieemen for the DIs-

°

Shortly afterward Maj. Sylvester
ook occasion to praise fhe members of ills
ommaitd. *

.

There was a proposition made to aUnerid
he pension law relating to members of
he polite. When favorable action had
»een taken an effort was made to drop
lie names of several pensioners frotn 'the
oils. A contest was made in thfc court*.

> -
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